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from being true Pastoral. In this view it will appear that Virgil
can only have two of his Eclogues allowed to be such: His first
and ninth must be rejected, because they describe the ravages
of Armies, and oppressions of the Innocent; Corydorfs criminal
Passion for Alexis throws out the second; the calumny and rail- 5
ing in the third are not proper to that state of Concord; the
eighth represents unlawful ways of procuring Love by Inchant-
ments, and introduces a Shepherd whom an inviting Precipice
tempts to Self-Murder. As to the fourth, sixth, and tenth, they
are given up by (a) Heinsius, Salmasius, Rapin, and the Griticks in i o
general. They likewise observe that but eleven of all the Idjllia of
Theocritus are to be admitted as Pastorals; and even out of that
number the greater part will be excluded for one or other of the
Reasons abovementioned. So that when I remark'd in a former
paper, that Virgil's Eclogues taken all together are rather select 15
Poems than Pastorals', I might have said the same thing with no
less truth of Theocritus. The reason of this I take to be yet un-
observed by the Criticks, viz. They never meant them all for Pastorals.
Now it is plain Philips hath done this, and in that Particular
excelled both Theocritus arid Virgil.                                            20
3.  As Simplicity is the distinguishing Characteristick of Pas-
toral, Virgil hath been thought guilty of too courtly a Stile; his
Language is perfectly pure, and he often forgets he is among Peas-
ants. I have frequently wonder'd, that since he was so conver-
sant in the writings ofEnnius, he had not imitated the Rusticity of 25
the Doric, as well by the help of the old obsolete Roman Language,
as Philips hath by the antiquated English: For example, might he
not have said Quoi instead ofCui; quoijum for cujum; volt for vulty
&c. as well as our Modern hath Welladay for Alas, whilome for of
old, make mock for deride, and witless Tounglings for simple Lambs, 30
&c. by which means he had attained as much of the Air of
Theocritus, as Philips hath of Spencer?
4.  Mr. Pope hath fallen into the same error with Virgil. His
Clowns do not converse in all the Simplicity proper to the Coun-
try: His names are borrow'd from Theocritus and Virgil, which 35
are improper to the Scene of his Pastorals. He introduces Daph-
19 Now . . . this] Which it is plain Philips hath done,
(a) See Rapin & Carm. Past, pars 3.